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Abstract. In
����������������������������������������������������������
this study we have examined the main and interactive effects
���������������������������������������
of right-wing authoritarian atti�
tudes (RWA), social dominance orientations (SDO) and self-perceived economic status on social distances
towards immigrants – Russians and Arabs. Both RWA and SDO were conceptualized as motivational
schemes (triggers) in the perspective of the Dual Process Model and analyzed within the framework of
Social Dominance Theory and Relative Deprivation Hypothesis. The study was a part of a larger survey,
carried out in 2014, among a quota sample of N = 1216 respondents – representatives of Bulgarian, Turk�
ish and Roma ethnic communities in 3 Bulgarian districts (Montana, Kardzhali and Stara Zagora). The
findings confirmed that the perceived threat by Russian immigrants to the dominant position of the Bulgar�
ian majority was positively related to the social distances of the poorest ethnic Bulgarians to Russians.
Moreover, only ethnic Bulgarians who perceived themselves as the poorest were found to be unwilling to
contact Arab immigrants. No such conditional SDO effects were found for the two ethnic minorities. The
higher motivation for group order and security (RWA) was related to shorter social distances towards Rus�
sians only among Bulgarian Turks who regarded their economic status as the highest. Some unexpected
findings about the triggers of changing social distances of Bulgarian Turks and Roma towards immigrants
were also scrutinized.
Keywords: social dominance orientation; right-wing authoritarianism; social distances; immigrants

The problem of how Bulgarian society treats
immigrants in the country has become particularly relevant in the recent years in connection to the waves of refugees that flooded
Bulgaria after the beginning of the war in
Syria. Mainly social-psychological literature
has examined the prejudices and attitudes towards immigrants. The explanation of their
formation is confined to two main theoretical models that approach intergroup attitudes
and prejudice. The first approach is based on
the notion that people’s generalized attitudes
towards out-groups are marked by individual
differences, i.e., personality traits (Adorno,
Frenkel-Brunswick, Levinson, & Sanford,
1950). The second approach emphasizes the

situational determinants of negative attitudes
(prejudice) and it argues that any individual
may develop negative attitudes towards outgroups and outgroup members (Tajfel &
Turner, 1979).
In this paper we combine these two approaches in the perspective of the Dual Process Model (Dual Process Model-DPM)
(Duckitt, 2001; Duckitt & Sibley, 2009).
Duckitt accepts the idea of Roy D’Andrade
(Roy D‘Andrade, 1992) and Claudia Strauss
(Claudia Strauss, 1992) for “motivational diagram.” According to them, the motivational
schemes are activated by perceptions. These
schemes are formed as a result of socialization processes and interpretation of the world

