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Abstract. Human migration is not a sudden phenomenon in Kosovo. 20th century was largely character�
ized by migration mainly for economic and political reasons. However, special attention should be paid
to the last massive wave of approximately 50 000 of migrants that left Kosovo during the period of end
of 2014 – beginning of 2015. We connect it with a very low level of trust existing in the Kosovar society.
Trust is an underlying psychological state, which is informed by both our emotions and our (cognitive)
mental processes (Wade & Robison, 2012). Trust is also seen as a process, which involves past, present,
and future (Khodyakov, 2007). Petzold (2009) emphasizes the important role trust/mistrust plays in human
motivation that relate especially with regards to what will the future be, which also means that we should
seek for the causes of the causes that generate trust/mistrust. Furthermore, literature offers definitions
of several kinds of trust: social, political, and institutional trust. Different authors have emphasized the
importance of political trust both as a concept and construct in political psychology (Schoon & Cheng,
2011). For the purposes of this paper we take into examination academic literature on trust and mistrust
and contextualize it at the Kosovar society dynamics and developments. We argue that it is lack of political
and institutional trust one of underlying major causes of people leaving Kosovo. Finally, a general outline
of directions for future research is presented at the conclusion part of the paper.
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Introduction
Migration is not a new phenomenon in Kosovo. Relevant statistics show that the magnitude the phenomenon has historically had on
Kosovar society. It is considered that the main
reasons for migrating were economic and social reasons, in all time periods and political
reasons, in time periods before 1999. According to the 2011 Population Census data, in
Kosovo there were 128,808 immigrants (arrived), which comprised 7.4% of the population. Around 97% of immigrants had Kosovan citizenship; therefore, the vast majority
of immigrants in fact were returnees to their
country. Taking into account the citizenship
of its residents, Kosovo is fairly homogeneous
country. 98.6% of respondents who responded
to 2011 Population Census were Kosovo citizens (ASK, 2014).
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According to Dobruna, Ejupi, & Hollaj
(2015) “financial inflows, including migration remittances and travel expenditures from
Kosovo’s diaspora, have had – and still have –
a multifaceted impact on society, particularly
by improving the well-being of the citizens,
reducing poverty, increasing access to education and health care, increasing household
spending and consumption, etc. Socio-economic, political, and civil unrest has led to
various waves of migration, which have had
a profound impact on the countries development prospects”.
Particular interest for researchers of migration dynamics in Kosovo and not only as
well as for different actors (governmental and
non-governmental agencies, donors, media,
society etc.) represent the latest important developments in this field. Dobruna, Ejupi, &
Hollaj (2015) state that “the end of 2014 and

